
This information will be sent out monthly to all the Manly Warringah Division’s practice 

staff.  It is sent as an attachment with the MWDGP fax/e-stream. If you would like to 

submit your personal email address to me, it can be sent to you directly.  If you have 

any queries or questions about any information in this publication, please contact Natalie 

Cook on 9998-0296 or email ncook@mwdgp.com.au  
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ACCREDITED IMMUNISATION PROVIDERS 

IN THIS DIVISION: 
Alliance NSW request that I keep a database of nurses who are accredited 

immunisation providers.  Could you please contact me if: 

 You are accredited and which month/year you completed the  

 accreditation course. 

 Any updates you have done since and in which month/year. 

 If you are about to start the accreditation course or you have 

 already started it and which month you expect to complete it 

Thank you for your assistance.   

Email ncook@mwdgp.com.au or phone 9998-0296. 

WORKSHOP FOR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER: 
The Alliance of NSW has funded my position within the Division 

and part of that funding included the provision of 6 workshops for 

nurses.  Thus far we have had: 

 

 CDM and Care Planning 

 Wound Management 

 CPR/Triage 

 Asthma 

 Diabetes 

 ECGs and Immunisation update (in  

 association with Bankstown Division and AHS). 
 

There is funding for one additional  workshop this year and I 

would like feedback from the nurses as to what subject they might 

find helpful.  The workshops above were decided following  

feedback I collated from previous years.  I can not guarantee  

anything but would appreciate your suggestions.  Some ideas  

include:  infection control and accreditation; child protection;  

incontinence.  Please phone Natalie on 9998-0296 or email 

ncook@mwdgp if there is a particular topic you were hoping to 



IMMUNISATION INFORMATION 
 

FEEDBACK on GP HPV Program  —if anyone has anything to share, please forward 
your comments onto Natalie.   
The HPV program in general practice for women aged 18-26 years, has been in full swing 
for nearly 3weeks now. It would be great to hear of any positive or negative “stories from 
the frontline”’ (aka: General Practice) regarding any aspect of the rollout of this program. 
All information should be anonymous and not mention specific service providers but more 
general feedback about issues or positive stories.  Some areas to reflect on: Cold chain 
questions on NSW Health HPV Order form, are practices running clinics? Useful or not?, 
major issues with adverse events, data recording templates useful or not?, nurses  
feedback? 
 
AUSTRALIAN Immunisation Hanbook 9th Edition Update 
There is still discussion continuing at high levels within Government as to when and how 
both the electronic and hardcopy versions will be released. The second (revised) chapter 
on HPV has closed for publication and will be going to the NHMRC for approval soon, so 
that needs to happen before the 9th version can be seen as a whole. No confirmation yet 
regarding release dates or the hardcopy or the e-version but hopefully that won't be to 
long. Stay tuned!  
 
NCIRS GUIDELINES regurgitation Rotavirus Vaccine 
Last week this query was posted on the National Immunisation Professionals List serve. 
Can you please confirm the recommendations for Immunisation Providers where an infant 
has regurgitated or spat out the rotavirus vaccine after administration? Dr Kristine 
McCartney from the NCIRS provided this response:  “Itôs interesting to note that the  
respective vaccine product information's (PIs) for the two oral rotavirus vaccines 
have  different statements regarding how to handle a regurgitated dose. The important 
thing to be aware of is that no studies formally assessing re-dosing have been  
performedò. 
 
 The Rotarix PI says: "In clinical trials, spitting or regurgitation of the vaccine has rarely 
been observed and, under such circumstances, a replacement dose was not given.  
However, in the unlikely event that an infant spits out or regurgitates most of the vaccine 
dose, a single replacement dose may be given at the same vaccination visit." 
 The RotaTeq PI says: "If for any reason an incomplete dose is administered (e.g., infant 
spits or regurgitates the vaccine), a replacement dose is not recommended, since such 
dosing was not studied in the clinical trials. The infant should continue to receive any  
remaining doses in the recommended series." 
 
 The wording of the DRAFT 9th edition of the Australian Immunisation Handbook, as was 
available at http://immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/h 
andbook07 during public consultation was: "Re-administration of the vaccine is not  
necessary following regurgitation, spitting out, or vomiting of a rotavirus vaccine. This is 
because there are limited data available on the safety of administering higher than the 
recommended dose of rotavirus vaccines. There are no studies of the efficacy of a  
partially administered dose(s)."   An interpretation of this statement, is that although  
re-dosing is not necessary (say in the setting that occurs fairly commonly when there is a 
"spit up" after the baby has finished their immunisation visit) one could infer that it does 
provide some latitude for providers to judge that in the event that it is obvious that the 
whole dose is immediately spat up in front of them, re-dosing could be considered. The 
NCIRS fact sheet tries to put this position and take into account the differing approaches 
in the PI. Again this is not based on formal studies, but something of a considered  
judgement. 

http://immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/h


EAR IRRIGATION 
 
The Alliance is currently negotiating with the Benchmarque Group to provide 

a course in Ear Irrigation Using Low Pressure Ear Irrigation Devices 
(Course 21813Vic) to NSW Divisions. The Benchmarque Group Pty Limited is a Registered  
Training Organisation.  The course in Ear Irrigation Using Low Pressure Ear Irrigation Devices is 

a short course designed to develop the knowledge and skills required for Nurses to safely  
assess the need for and perform this procedure in a variety of settings. ENs and RNs may  

attend this course. On successful completion of this course PNs will receive a certificate of  

competency in Course in Ear Irrigation Using Low Pressure Ear Irrigation Devices. 
 

Course Outline: 
The course in Ear Irrigation Using Low Pressure Ear Irrigation Devices is made up of 4 parts, as follows: 

1. Self Directed Learning Packageðcan be completed at the nurseôs own pace within a 6 month period. 

2. Lecture and Demonstrationðsix hour theory lecture including demo and practical workshop 

3. Practical Assessmentðincludes multiple choice exam, practical assessment and oral questioning. 
4.     Supervised Practiceð5 supervised procedures required. 
 

If nurses are interested in completing this course, please 
talk to Natalie at the earliest opportunity.  

 

NATIONAL PRESCRIBING  
SERVICE LTD 

 

Sandra Collins from our Division is the 
NPS Co-ordinator.  NPS are now able 
to offer nurses CNE points for NPS 
activities. 
 
Sandra is available to visit your prac-
tice.  Upon completion of the activity a 
certificate of attendance is provided. 
 
  1 on 1 educational visits =  
           1 CNE point 
 
Nurses keep a record of their own 
CNE points for submission to RCNA.  
Current topics available are: 
Analgesic choice in persistent pain; 
Management of osteoporosis 
(available Oct 07).  Further subjects 

AGED CARE AND DEMENTIA CD ROM: 

is available for borrowing from the  
Division from September.  The content 
includes: Legal issues for older persons: 
A challenging behaviour care guide and 
A dementia care guide.    
 
It has been endorsed by RCNA 
for 12 CNE points. Please  
contact Natalie if you would like 
to borrow the copy of it, upon it’s 
arrival.   

 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

A REMINDER TO ALL NURSES THAT IF YOU 

WISH TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER, NOT 

AS PART OF THE DIVISIONôS E-FAX 

STREAM, I CAN EMAIL OR FAX IT TO YOU 

DIRECTLY IF YOU GIVE ME YOUR HOME 

EMAIL OR HOME FAX NUMBER.  EMAIL 

NATALIE ON ncook@mwdgp.com.au  OR 

PHONE ON 9998-0296 



ROYAL COLLEGE  
cpd@nursing.edu.au 

 Surgical nursing: Acute care 

 OF NURSING   
 

Wed 15th & Thurs 16th August 

SHORT COURSES 
 

BURWOOD 

Sexually Transmitted Infections Friday 17 August BURWOOD 

Project management 

(presented by Adeptus  

Consulting) 

Thursday 23 & Friday 24  

August 

BURWOOD 

  

Stroke: Acute management 

strategies 

Tuesday 28 & Wednesday 29 

August 

BURWOOD 

Cancer care: Current issues Tuesday 28 & Wednesday 29 

August 

BURWOOD 

Infection control: Auditing and 

risk management 

Thursday 30 & Friday 31 August BURWOOD 

Respiratory nursing practice Thursday 30 & Friday 31 August BURWOOD 

  

Aged care: Clinical assessment Tuesday 4 & Wednesday 5  

September 

BURWOOD 

Rehabilitation nursing practice Thursday 5 & Friday 6  

September 

BURWOOD 

General Practice: Orientation Monday 10 & Tuesday 11  

September 

BURWOOD 

Infant mental health Friday 21 September BURWOOD 

Dual diagnosis Thursday 27 & Friday 28  

September 

BURWOOD 

Pharmacology in aged care Thursday 4 October BURWOOD 

Care of crashing crook kids/  

Tattoos, tongues, teens and 

trauma 

Monday 8 October 

  

BURWOOD 

POSTGRADUATE PROGRAM IN GP NURSING  
Flinders University (South Australia) is excited to announce an online  

University course for nurses working in general practice.  This course was 

developed after extensive consultation with general practice nurses and  

includes both theoretical and clinical components.  All course work is  

presented online so there is no classroom attendance required.  Students can 

complete the Graduate Certificate in 2 semesters part time (there is also the option of  completing 

a Graduate Diploma or a Masters of Nursing).  Contact Kay Ross (kay.ross@flinders.edu.au) for 

further information or visit: .http://nursing.flinders.edu.au 

FUNDING FOR EDUCATION FOR NURSES:   
The Alliance of NSW currently funds, under the Nursing in General Practice Program, the  

following courses for nurses.  Please contact Natalie if you are interested in applying for funding 

to do any of the following or would like to know more about what is involved with any of these 

courses: 

 Immunisation for Registered Nurses 

 Well Womenôs Screening Course (Cervical Smear); Beyond Well Womenôs (A cervical 

screening update)  

 Health Certificate in Sexual and Reproductive Health. 

 Enrolled Nurse Medication Administration 

 General Practice Orientation Course 

 Asthma Educators Course and Diabetes Educators Course 

blocked::mailto:cpd@nursing.edu.au

